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CONSERVATION PLEDGE
I give my pledge as an American to save 

and faithfully defend from waste the natural 
resources of my country, its air, soil and 
minerals, its forests, waters and wildlife.

The WALLEYE WORLD is the official monthly newsletter of 
the Lake St. Clair Walleye Association (a 501c3 non-profit 
organization). We welcome all written/photo contributions from 
the members. Written/photo contributions can be submitted to 
editorlscwa@gmail.com. All written or photo contributions are 
the property of the LSCWA Walleye World and subject to edit. 
We reserve the right to refuse any material. Views and opinions 
expressed in the Walleye World are those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of the 
LSCWA, its members, or its advertisers. The LSCWA, the 
Walleye World or its publisher assumes no liability with respect 
to the use of information contained herein. 700 copies printed 
each month (1,200 for Jan. & None for Nov.)

EDITORS: Tim Muir & Jeff Vantorre 
Send articles and/or photos to 

editorlscwa@gmail.com

APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IS 

May 18th at 7:30
Log onto our website to find out what is 

happening in and around the Club
www.lscwa.net

CUT OUT COUPON & MAIL

APPLICATION FORM
AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Make check or money order payable to:
LAKE ST. CLAIR WALLEYE ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 130
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

PLEASE PRINT

NAME   _______________________________

ADDRESS   ___________________________

CITY ______________  STATE ___  ZIP  ____

PHONE ___________________

EMAIL ________________________________

q Single Membership $40.00
q Family Membership $45.00 
Includes Spouse & Children to 
16 years
q Renewal

q Senior Citizens $30.00
Includes Spouse
q Senior Family $35.00 
Includes Spouse &  
Grandchildren to 16 years
q Junior $15.00 
Children up to 16 Years Old

q CHECK HERE IF THIS IS AN ADDRESS CHANGE

Referred By:_________________________________________

How did you hear about us? ____________________________

___________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Spring 2022

May 18th ..................... General membership meeting

May 21st .............................................. May Madness

May 20th-22nd .........................May derby weigh in at
 anglers point blue water

May 24th ............................................... BOD meeting 

June 15th .................... General Membership meeting

June 17-19th .......... .June Derby weigh in a Lakeside. 

June 21st .............................................. BOD meeting

July 9th ..................................Harley Ensign clean up
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LSCWA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President – Jeff VanTorre
Vice President – Eric Lenz

Financial Secretary – Bob Barnes
Recording Secretary –  Rick Okerjhjelm
Membership Secretary – Don Murray

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Past President (1 year), Rich Benson                           
ALTERNATES
Pete Kohnen

2021-20232021-2023
Richard Koch

Mike Demanski
Dan Schmidt
Mike Roush

Tim Muir

2020-20212020-2021
Dr. Kirk Cleland

Jared Roe
Rob Barnes
Dick Benson

Nick Markowski
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Well, it’s May and you all 
know what that means! It’s 
MADNESS TIME!! As I’m 
typing this now, we currently 
have reached our goal of 100 
boats! It is the first time in 8 
years that we have reached 
our goal of a full 100 boat 
field. It feels good to know that 
our club is hosting and holding 
the biggest 1-day walleye tournament in the state of MICHIGAN 
with a $12,000 guaranteed 1st place payout. 
Last month kicked off our annual derby season with the clubs 
first stop at lakeside fishing shop, lakeside has been a long-
time sponsor of the LSCWA since the beginning! We are 
always thrilled to go there and have our derby weigh in! Thank 
you to the owners of the tackle shop for having us and we will 
be seeing you in June for our June derby as well. Up next is our 
May derby and weigh in location will be the new anglers point 
location in fair haven. 
April’s membership meeting was our swap shop, it went over 
very well with lots of club members participating in bringing 
in their items to sell to our membership. The swap shop is a 
very anticipated club meeting as we all like to add to our tackle 
addictions, thank you all that showed up. 
As I’m writing this we I want to mention that we are always 
looking for articles for our newsletter if you have anything that 
you would like to share such as a recipe, a fishing story, tips 
and tricks or just some photos, please feel free to send them 
into lscwaemail@gmail.com 
As always great things coming down the pipe for our club. Don’t 
miss out on the club meetings every month and stay tuned to 
our club’s social media. See everyone at May Madness this 
month! Be safe and always remember to have fun.

Jeff VanTorre
LSCWA president

Remember, this is YOUR club.
Be a part of it!! 

BINGO
EVERY SUNDAY

Prizes are mounting every week. Come 
on out give it a try and support your club. 
Prizes total $2200 every night or more!  

20791 E. 13 Mile Rd 
Roseville, MI 48066  

 
Doors open at 4PM • Play at 6PM  

We are always looking for volunteers.
See Rich at our meetings or events. 

3
350 CURRENT MEMBERS

MISSION STATEMENT
To protect, preserve, and promote the walleye  
fishing in Michigan through conservation, education, 
and enhancing fishing opportunities for all;  
celebrating our tradition since 1976.

MEMBERS:  
DUES MUST BE CURRENT  

TO FISH ALL DERBIES!
PLEASE SEE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

TREEHOUSE BREAKFAST
BY RICHARD KOCH

South Side Grill’s warm 
interior felt good when the 
seniors came in thru 32 
degree outside temperatures. 
Our breakfast group consisted 
of Curtis Patton, Bob 
Peterson, Francis Gosienski, 
Ron Topolewski, Dan Schmidt, 
John Sulkowski, Joann Koch, 

And Richard Koch. Everyone’s current fishing success was 
discussed earnestly. Next breakfast is at Gus’s coney island 
50899 Gratiot 8am. May 25th. Weather, will be warmer?

EARN SOME MONEY
FOR A GOOD CAUSE
BY JEFF VANTORRE

Are you looking for a few extra dollars to add to your wallet? 
Need to save up some money for gas in the boat? Or has 
your eye on some fishing gear that you’ve been looking at? 

The LSCWA holds a bingo night once a week at the 
Rosemack bingo hall on Sunday’s. The bingo night is the 
main fundraising program for our club, it helps us bring 
you the members our great seminar speakers, our club 
merchandise, and all the fun events we hold. 

We are currently looking for a few volunteers to come out and 
work a few hours and help out. For more details come see me 
or any Board member at the meeting.
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APRIL DERBY
TIPS AND TRICKS
BY VICE PRESIDENT ERIC LENZ

Spring has arrived and the weather for the first 
derby of the year couldn’t have been any more 
perfect with temps in the 80’s both days. The 
Launches were backed up, the river was full 
of eager anglers and the livewells were being 
filled with eaters, but those of us fishing the April 
derby had another goal in mind and our sights 
on gaining valuable points through targeting a 
better class of walleye. My dad and I who fish 
together as a team in the monthly derbys had a 
plan of targeting remaining post spawn fish in the 
mid to lower Canadian side of the Detroit river. 
Handlining and vertical jigging with a potential of 
casting was the tactics. After getting out Friday 
after work for a few hours I pulled wire in the mid 
river area, I was able to find a few decent fish 
but not the fish I knew we needed to concentrate 
on Saturday or Sunday. After marking good 
quality fish on my graph and struggling to catch 
them while handlining I realized we were going 
to need to switch our focus more on vertical 
jigging. It had seemed to me that although the 
fish were very aggressively feeding as they do 
after spawning that they wanted a jig dropped 
directly in front of them. We focused on jigging 
eddys or slack water that met with current 
seems. In my experience larger females will 
position themselves in the slack pools where 
they don’t have to use as much energy to fight 
the current, however they want to be as close 
to the current as possible. Think of sitting on a 
comfortable bar stool while a conveyer belt of 
food is passing by you on the bar, once you see 
something you like all you have to do is reach 

out and grab it. It can be tricky to fish inside 
of an eddy as many times your boat becomes 
“stuck” and doesn’t move. Two important 
techniques I applied were too point the bow of 
my boat down current to slowly push myself 
down stream while very slowly covering the area 
which allowed the fish a longer period of time 
to consider my presentation. Secondly I had to 
adjust my jigging cadence. In most cases where 
you are moving rather quick with the current the 
fish see your jig coming down stream towards 
them and anticipate that split second where 
it is in front of them and attack it, however in 
this situation where my presentation was much 
slower I needed to experiment with my jigging 
cadence to trigger the fish into striking. What I 
found made the big difference was taking my 
jig and slamming it on the bottom, especially in 
the dirty water we were in. We found that if we 
jigged up 1’ off bottom, hung the jig and paused 
for a few seconds and on a 
tight line pounded it on the 
bottom it would aggravate 
the bigger fish into biting. 
In most cases when it was 
just hovering there 1’ off 
bottom they would inhale 
it. Next time you are out on 
either the SCR or Detroit 
River experiment with your 
jigging cadence and figure 
out what they want… It will 
make all the difference.

CLEAN UP DAY
On July 9th we are partnering with MUCC and 
the Clinton River Watershed Council to do a 
clean up of Harley Ensign ramp. Also as part 
of the day we will have free boat inspections if 
you want to have your boat inspected for all the 
appropriate safety items needed. We will need a 
few guys to help out to make this successful. 
We will start about 9am and go til about noon. 
Lunch will be provided. If you have any question 
feel free to contact me. 
Tim
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NATIONAL WALLEYE 
TOUR STOP #1.
WHAT A DREAM.
BY VICE PRESIDENT ERIC LENZ
What a week of fishing my first National Walleye 
Tour event out of Trenton Michigan as a rookie 
Pro angler. I’ve wanted this moment my whole 
life to fish against the best of the best on the 
biggest stage. What a crew of true class acts 
and professionals. I look up too ever last guy I 
competed against and told myself just fishing 
against this caliber of anglers was an honor in 
its own, I think that’s what helped me stay calm 
knowing just being here was an accomplishment. 
The weather and tough bite truly tested my 
will. Day 1 was a very tough day with the high 
south winds on Thursday. This is where the 
chess match begins. I knew Friday was going 
to throw another wrench in everyone’s already 
tough week of pre fishing, looking at Saturday’s 
weather my plan was just to survive Friday to 
play Saturday where I felt my plan would come 
together. I ground it out for a 1 fish day 1 but it 
was the right 1. After day 1 nearly half the field 
had zeroed due to the cold front and muddy 
water. Day two it was all up to me; I had never 
been more excited to fish. It was time and there 
were literally no excuses. No more freezing 
temps, no more high winds, I didn’t care how 
tough the bite was, everything was shaping up 
to give me an opportunity to win, but I had to 
make it happen. I didn’t win but I roared from 
behind for a 4th place finish. I did it….for myself, 
for my friends, for my teammates, for my club 
and my family. In that moment I finally found 
peace and reward for years of hard work and 
dedication. I proved so much to myself. On 
a blow day interview, I heard Isaac Lakish (a 
3-year pro) talk about how he fished his first 
NWT in his old Crestliner boat and if you want to 
follow this dream all you have to do is go after 
it. I fished in my almost 20-year-old Lund Pro v 
and with the help of friends and local sponsors 
was able to make this happen. NEVER think 
you don’t belong, if you want it enough you can 
do anything. I’m truly, I mean truly thankful for 
everyone who was there to cheer me on, my 
loving wife for always supporting me and the 
crazy amount of calls and text I received, I am 
beyond humbled and thankful of this opportunity.

FISH WITH A CLUB 
MEMBER RAFFLE
BY MIKE DEMANSKI
The board is always trying to think of ways to get 
other club members out trying different ways to 
fish for walleye and ways to raise money for the 
club. I thought it would be a good idea to see 
how many board members and club members 
would volunteer taking out a club member to 
show them how they like to fish for walleye. I 
came up with the idea of getting a list of club 
boat owners that would take someone out. We 
will sell raffle tickets for a piece and have a raffle 
at the July meeting. We will draw tickets till all 
the boats are picked. If you win you can pick 
who ever is signed up. Then the next winner will 
pick who they want to go with until all are picked. 
In no way is this a sanctioned charter. Just a 
fun fishing trip to let our club members get to 
see how other people like to fish and make new 
friends. I think it would be a great way to have 
club members get out and enjoy each other and 
our great fishery.
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LSCWA COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIPS
BY BOB BARNES
I am pleased to announce that the Lake St Clair 
Walleye Association will be awarding college 
scholarships again this year. The club believes 
in giving back to the community and there is 
no better way than to help our young adults 
pursue higher education. Plans are to award a 
scholarship for fishing and wildlife studies and 
for general education.
Applications are now available on our website 
LSCWA.NET.
Applications are due August 17, 2022.This is one 
of many reasons I am proud to be a member of 
the Lake St Clair Walleye Association.

EARTHWORMS, 
NOW IS THE TIME
BY ALEX VITEK
Spring is the best time to stock up on crawlers 
for those of us who like to hunt for our own. Not 
only is the price right but we can often have the 
benefit of working on our garden soils.
The worms come up to the surface looking 
for dead organic material to eat. The soil 
has warmed up enough and the spring rains 
have kept it moist. Turn over the soil to do the 
cultivating before planting flowers or vegetables 
and have a container handy.
The container can be filled about 3/4 of the way 
up with a worm bedding. Or, it can have some 
soil from the garden in it. If that is the case I have 
found it best to transfer the worms from that soil 
to a container with worm bedding when I get 
back to the house.
The bedding made from pulverized newspaper 
is the stuff that I have found to be the best. It 
is clean and the worms survive for a long time. 
It has been best to prepare it at least one day 
ahead of the ‘worm hunt’ so that all of it is moist 
when needed. It is also becoming the number 
one bedding being used for all types of worms 
found in bait stores.
Check with local bait shops to see what they 
have available. Often it is more than just the 
Celllusoil style of shredded paper. Some of the 

stores will have small containers of worm foods 
though I have found those to rarely being needed.
The worms will survive and be ready for the 
next fishing trip if stored at normal refrigerator 
temperatures. As my wife mentioned more than 
once, if we can store raw meat in the fridge then 
why not store a closed worm container.
Be sure to know and follow the local and bordering 
country’s laws and regulations regarding the 
transporting, storing and use of live bait. It might 
seem to be a waste of time and money to do so, 
but if stopped and questioned a lot more time, 
and possibly money, will be spent talking the 
way out of the problem.
Or, if all this seems like extra work then the simplest 
thing to do is go to the local bait store and buy a 
couple of containers a day or two ahead of the 
trip or on the way to the dock. Check the LSCWA 
sponsors in the advertising area for shops close 
to your house or launch site.
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 Detroit’s #1 Bait & Tackle Dealers 
  Live Bait Rods Reels Lures All Your Fishing Needs  

 
Hours: M-F 6am to 8pm   Sat/Sun 5am to 8pm 

 
Moe’s Bait & Tackle                Big Moe’s Bait & Tackle 
14712 E. Jefferson                   6440 E. Jefferson 
Detroit, MI 48207                    Detroit, MI 48207 
313.824.5222                           313.259.1176   
 

 

 ComfortZoneCharters.com
Lake St. Clair & Erie / Detroit & St. Clair River 

Captain Jerry• 586-482-0026
jercomfort@aol.com

ST. CLAIRE ORTHOPAEDICS &
SPORTS MEDICINE, PC

Kirk G. Cleland, MD
Hand & Upper Extremity Disorders

Sports Medicine

23829 LITTLE MACK
SUITE 100
ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48080
(586) 773-1300
(586) 773-1600 FAX

22701 HALL ROAD
SUITE 100

MACOMB, MI 48042
(586) 416-1300

(586) 416-0800 FAX
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FISHING REPORT (586) 777-7008                    Email: info@lakesidefishingshop.com

989-738-5600

Fax: 989-738-5820

P.O. Box 86
Port Austin, MI 48467

10% Off
Nets

10% Off
Premade 
Combos

20% Off
Sunglasses

10% Off
All Soft 
Plastics

GARY PATCHAK
32393 LAKEPOINT

CHESTERFIELD, MI 48047
586-725-1863
FAX 725-3148

WWW.PGACOLLISION.COM

Printing & Graphics 

Full Color Printing • Color Copies 
Brochures • Newsletters • Flyers

Booklets • Forms • Business Cards
Postcards • Graphic Design

Signs & Banners • Fast Service!

Celebrating 54 Years!Celebrating 54 Years!

21541 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021
Phone 586.772.6067

Fax 586.774.2077
www.lithoprinting.com

Best Prices in Town • New Customer Discount

586-754-2940

2769 E. Nine Mile Rd.
Warren, MI 48091

Outboard
Specialist

Bill & Kandy
Ph: (586) 716-9600
Fax: (586) 716-4422

Certified
Sales & Service

7321 Dyke Rd.
Algonac, MI 48001

ROSE MARINE SERVICE, INC.

2511 Jefferson (Corner 10 Mile & Jefferson) 
(586) 777-7003 • Fax: (586) 777-1730

Hours: 
M-F 6-7:30  

Sat: 6-6 • Sun: 6-5

American • Canadian 
Walpole Licenses 

Available

LAKESIDE FISHING SHOP
“YOUR ONE STOP FISHING SHOP” 

Visit us online @ www.lakesidefishingshop.com

BEACON LIGHT
HOME INSPECTIONS

Illuminating Your Home Purchase
BBB rated A+

David A. Wilemski
Licensed Building Inspector

Licensed Builder for Over 30 Years
(586) 292-6143

daw.licbldr@gmail.com
www.beaconlighthomeinspections.com
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